
Adult Winter Reading Descriptions 

Lisa’s Picks 

• Mission Possible by Tim Tebow (NF) 

o This is the latest book from the former NFL football player. He’s a great writer who 
shares his story and the truth of the Gospel in every book he writes. In Mission Possible, 

Tim continues to share more of his story and how things that may seem impossible 

really are possible.  

 

God has a mission for you and this book will inspire you to live out that mission.  

 

• All Things Lovely by Jenn Johnson (NF) 

o Jenn Johnson is a co-founder and President of Bethel Music. She’s also an inspirational 
author. This book is so many things in one, from tips on how to organize every space in 

your house, to thoughts on how to build authentic community. It even has recipes (and 

who doesn’t love those?)  

 

Time spent reading this book is time spent with a cup of hot chocolate and a good 

friend. 

 

• The Fifth Avenue Story Society by Rachel Hauck (AF) 

o Five people who live in New York each receive an invitation to join the Fifth Avenue 

Story Society. Nobody knows who sent it to them or why. Out of curiosity they all attend 

and try to figure out how they might be connected. There must be a reason they were 

all invited. And who is the mysterious librarian? Each week they decide to come back 

and it is here where their true life’s stories unfold and begin again.  
 

This book will have you guessing to the very end as you enjoy this light read. 

 

• Refuge of the Heart by Ruth Logan Herne (AF) 

o Lena Serida and her little sister Anna are refugees from Chechnya living in the US. They 

live paycheck to paycheck and Lena is studying to be a doctor and working very hard to 

provide a better life for them. They meet a man named Mitchell Sanderson. He’s a 
district attorney and wants to do what he can to help them. However, the police cannot 

be trusted where Lena and Anna came from. Can they trust this man?  

 

This is a story full of great hardships and loss as well as redemption and love. 

 

• Safe Haven by Nicholas Sparks (AF) 

o A young woman named Katie is new to the town of Southport. She’s mysterious and 
doesn’t share too much about herself or where she is from. As she gets to know the 
people of her new town, she starts to lower her guard. She meets and becomes friends 

with her neighbor, Jo. Katie also meets and is drawn to single father Alex and his two 



children. Her new life seems to be going well, but Katie has a past and it’s bound to 
catch up with her. And when it does, will she risk everything and stay? Or will she run?  

 

This is a great book if you want a little bit of everything: mystery, romance, suspense 

and a surprise ending.                                 Disclaimer: brief adult content and language 

 

Chelbi’s Picks 

• The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel (AF) 

o Inspired by true stories from WW11, a young Jewish woman who flees Paris with her 

mother after the arrest of her father finds herself committing to a forgery ring whose 

primary goal is to create documents that will help hundreds of Jewish children flee the 

Nazis. 

 

• All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (AF) 

o All the Light We Cannot See is an up close and personal story of two kids, one a German 

orphan boy with incredible engineering skills, the other a blind French girl who loves to 

read and sometimes leaves the safety of her uncle’s home where she is cooped up, 
trying to keep out of the reach of Nazis during World War II. It is historical fiction about 

courage and hope. In a world tainted by war, death and loss, childhoods are broken. 

Kids are snatched out of their homes, the place that brought them comfort. Their 

dreams are shattered. The connections they had are lost. And they have to be strong, 

but not only for themselves, no, but also for their dear ones. 

 

• Caraval by Stephanie Garber (YA) 

o Welcome, welcome to Caraval – Stephanie Garber’s sweeping tale of two sisters who 
escape their ruthless father when they enter the dangerous intrigue of a legendary 

game. Scarlett has never left the tiny island where she and her beloved sister, Tell, live 

with their powerful, and cruel, father. Now Scarlett’s father has arranged a marriage for 
her, and Scarlett thinks her dreams of seeing Caraval, the far-away, once-a-year 

performance where the audience participates in the show, are over. But this year, 

Scarlett’s long-dreamt of invitation finally arrives. With the help of a mysterious sailor, 

Tella whisks Scarlett away to the show. Only, as soon as they arrive, Tella in kidnapped 

by Caraval’s mastermind organizer, Legend. It turns out that this season’s Caraval 
revolves around Tella, and whoever finds her first is the winner.  

 

• The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo by Steig Larsson (AF) 

o Harriet Vanger, a scion of one of Sweden’s wealthiest families disappeared over forty 
years ago. All these years later, her aged uncle continues to seek the truth. He hires 

Mikael Blomkvist, a crusading journalist recently trapped by a libel conviction, to 

investigate. He is aided by the pierced and tattooed punk prodigy Lisabeth Salander. 

Together they tap into a vein of unfathomable iniquity and astonishing corruption. 

 



• Night Shift by Alex Finlay (AF) 

o It’s New Year’s Eve of 1999 when four teenagers working late are attacked at a 
Blockbuster video store in New Jersey. Only one inexplicably survives. Police quickly 

identify a suspect, the boyfriend of one of the victims, who flees and is never seen 

again. Fifteen years later, four more teenagers are attacked at an ice cream store in the 

same town, and again only one makes it out alive. In the aftermath of the latest crime, 

three lives intersect: the lone survivor of the Blockbuster massacre who is forced to 

relive the horrors of her tragedy; the brother of the fugitive accused, who is convinced 

the police have the wrong suspect; and FBI agent Sarah Keller, who must delve into the 

secrets of both nights to uncover the truth about the night shift murders. 

 

Diane’s Picks 

• The Maid by Nita Prose (AF) 

o In a fancy urban hotel, a guest lies dead.  The main suspect is Molly Gray, a member of 

the cleaning staff whose devotion to her work is matched only by her love for her 

deceased grandmother.  

 

This is the only hint I'm giving you about this book, BUT I must say that it's one of the 

best books that I have read in decades!  Molly is a genuine and true treasure.  If only we 

could all be just like Molly, our world would be a magnificent place to live in.  I can't say 

enough about how wonderful this book was! 

 

• The Litigators by John Grisham (AF) 

o David Zinc, is a corporate lawyer who has spent most of the past five years slaving at 

"something to do with bonds."  Rogan and Rothberg, a Chicago firm which is "fifth place 

in hours billed per lawyer…first place when counting jerks per square foot" is where 

David works. He decides enough is enough one morning, dives back into the elevator on 

the 93rd floor where he works, and gets happily, gloriously drunk for the rest of the day.  

Somehow, he ends up at the shoddy, ethically dubious, two-man firm of Fingley and 

Figg.  They specialize in hustling injury cases - ambulance chasing.  David persuaded 

them to hire him basically on the spot. David quickly becomes embroiled in Figg's rapidly 

cooked-up scheme to get rich quick by joining a mass tort lawsuit against a giant 

pharmaceutical company, Varrick Labs, over it's cholesterol drug, Krayoxx, which has 

apparently caused heart attacks and strokes. 

 

I hope you enjoy this book as much as I did.  There's nothing better than a happy 

ending! 

 

• The House of Kennedy by James Patterson (NF) 

o Another fascinating book about a family I really didn't know much about.  (Last year I 

read, Too Much and Never Enough, about Donald Trump.) Stuart Nulman, from the 

Montreal Times in California wrote, "The House of Kennedy is an enjoyable book that 

offers a fascinating summing up of the air of tragedy that has plagued the Kennedy 



family of Massachusetts for nearly a century.  It also makes a highly readable 

introduction to the world of the Kennedys for those who choose this book as an 

introduction to the vast collection of written works about this American royal family." 

 

• Open and Shut by David Rosenfelt (MYS) 

o Defense attorney Andy Carpenter manages to sail through any tough situation whether 

inside the courtroom or in his personal life.  He prefers the company of his best friend, 

Tara, to the people he encounters in the courtroom. Tara, a golden retriever, is clearly 

smarter than half the lawyers who clog the courts of Passaic County. But this all changes 

when his marriage breaks up and his dad drops dead and leaves Andy with a 22 million 

dollar inheritance. While you will find each book is a stand alone story, for this series, I 

highly recommend starting with book number one. It sets the stage, and introduces a 

variety of unique and enjoyable characters - Andy’s supporting cast, you could say. 
Between a secretary who spends most of her days doing crosswords puzzles to an 

investigator-body guard who seems to grunt more than actually speak, the cast makes 

quite a team. 

 

One last note; if you are at all interested in listening to a book instead of reading it, this 

would be an excellent choice to get in audio version. 

 

Jenny’s Picks 

• The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave (AF) 

o Hannah, bride of only a year, gets a message saying “protect her” from her husband 

Owen. “Her” is Bailey, Owen’s daughter who wants nothing to do with her stepmom. As 
Hannah realizes that her husband has not only disappeared, but is not who she thinks 

he is, she forms a new bond with Bailey as they try to uncover the truth. I really enjoyed 

this book. 

 

• Beyond Possible by Purja Nimdai (NF) 

o Napoli climber Nims Purja faces the insane challenge of climbing fourteen mountains 

through a mission called “Project Possible”. These are “dead zone” peaks that before 
now took the record holder seven years to complete. Nims uses his training and mental 

toughness from serving in the British Armed Forces as a Gurkha and also the Royal Navy 

to complete in under seven months. With impossible challenges & roadblocks, and 

saving others’ lives along the way. 

 

• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (AF) 

o Liesel Meminger in a young German girl who is sent into foster care during WWII. She 

steals books along her journey and learns to read in her basement thanks to her foster 

father. Despite going to school for the Hitler Youth, her family doesn’t support the 
German party. They hide a young Jewish man, Max, in their basement who quickly 

becomes a friend to Liesel. As things get worse, Liesel shares her books during bomb 

raids and helps to pass the time. 



 

• Seashell Season by Holly Chamberlin (AF) 

o Sixteen years ago, Verity’s world was turned upside down when her daughter Gemma’s 
father, Alan, disappears with her. Verity stays in the same home, writing messages to 

her daughter hoping someday they will be reunited. A phone call from across the 

country changes everything. Alan has been arrested, and her daughter Gemma, who has 

been living as Marni, is coming to live with her in Maine. The reunion is hard and not 

what Verity imagined. Marni has been told her mom was an unfit mother. She just 

wants to bide her time waiting for her dad to get out of jail and turn 18 so she can leave. 

Over the summer, they get to know each other and mend the relationship that neither 

thought could ever happen. 

 

• The Recipe Box by Viola Shipman (AF) 

o The author of this book is from Saugatuck, MI and writes this story taking place in 

Northern Michigan. Sam is a fancy pastry chef in New York. As things get tough, she 

realizes living in the big city is not what she thought it would be. Sam quits her job and 

returns to her family’s orchard, the place she tried to run away from. As she spends time 

with her grandmother, mom, and others, she realizes the importance of the recipe box 

she was given on her 13th birthday; and that each recipe is not just food but a part of her 

life story and how these recipes linked generations of her family together, and help her 

to find herself and true happiness. 

Susan’s Picks 

• Saving CeeCee Hunnicut by Beth Hoffman (AF) 

o Steel Magnolias meets The Help in this southern novel sparkling with humor, heart, and 

feminine wisdom. 12-year-old CeeCee is in trouble. For years, she has been the 

caretaker of her psychotic mother, who was the laughing stock of the town. But when 

her mother is killed, CeeCee is left to fend for herself. To the rescue is her unknown 

Great Aunt Tootie. 

 

Laugh out loud funny and deeply touching novel packed full of southern charm, strong 

women, and wacky humor. 

 

• The Last House on the Street by Diane Chamberlain (AF) 

o A community’s past sins rise to the surface when two women, a generation apart, find 

themselves bound by a tragedy and an unsolved decades old mystery. Two women, two 

stories, both on a collision course with the truth, no matter what the truth may bring to 

light. 

A powerful novel about the search for justice. 

• The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett (AF) 

o The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Phillip, prior of Kingsbridge, a devout and 

resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has 

known…and Tom, the mason who becomes his architect – a man divided in his soul…of 



the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame…and of a struggle 
between good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against brother. 

An epic tale of ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set in 12th century England. 

• No Exit by Taylor Adams (AF) 

o A kidnapped little girl locked in a stranger’s van. No help for miles. What would you do? 
Darby Thorne is a college student stranded by a blizzard at a highway rest stop in the 

middle of nowhere. She’ll have to spend the night in the rest stop with four strangers. 

Then she discovers a little girl locked inside one of their cars. There is no cell phone 

reception, no telephone, and no way out because of the snow. She doesn’t know which 
of the strangers is the kidnapper. How can Darby save her? 

Full of shocking twists and turns, this book will keep you on the edge of your seat. 

• Buster Midnight’s Café by Sandra Dallas (AF) 

o A memorable story that transports you from rural Montana to 1940’s Hollywood. A 
compelling story of long-time friends, a shared past, and an act of violence that shatters 

innocence forever. May Anna Kovacks was discovered on the dusty streets of Butte, 

Montana and went on to become a Hollywood star. War, Fame, marriage, love, and 

heartbreak came and went. What never changed was the bond she shared with her two 

best friends, Effa Commander and Whippy Bird. When scandal, murder, and betrayal 

made a legend of May Anna, only Effa and Whippy Bird could set the record straight. 

Marissa’s Picks 

• The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides (AF) 

o A psychological thriller about a famous artist named Alicia who one night returns home, 

murders her husband, and then never speaks another word again. The book is set about 

five years after the murder, and told primarily from the point of view of Alicia’s new 

therapist who is determined to get her to speak again. This book kept me guessing and 

made me want to start it over again as soon as I finished it for a new perspective. 

 

• A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah J Maas (AF) 

o Fantasy, romance, and adventure in one phenomenal story. As a consequence of her 

actions while trying to support her family, Feyre finds herself being taken from the 

human world and into the Spring Court of the Fae. While there, she not only discovers a 

looming threat against the Fae lands, but starts falling in love with Tamlin, the high Fae 

that took her. Feyre must stop the threat against the Fae lands, or both Tamlin and his 

lands will be doomed. 

 

• A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson (YA) 
o Mystery/Thriller - Pip has decided to complete her senior year project on a topic very 

close to home – a murder / suicide of two students from her school from five years 

prior. The more research she does, the more secrets and inconsistencies she seems to 

uncover, on top of someone desperately trying to stop her from learning the truth. This 

book also includes Pip’s evidence like newspaper articles, texts, website posts, 



transcripts from her interviews, etc., which I thought added a lot to the book and made 

it a very immersive read. 

 

• Rock Paper Scissors by Alice Feeney (AF) 

o Think you know the person you married? Think again…Things have been wrong with Mr 

and Mrs Wright for a long time. When Adam and Amelia win a weekend away to 

Scotland, it might be just what their marriage needs. Self-confessed workaholic and 

screenwriter Adam Wright has lived with face blindness his whole life. He can’t 
recognize friends or family, or even his own wife. Every anniversary the couple 

exchanges traditional gifts – paper, cotton, pottery, tin – and each year Adam’s wife 
writes him a letter that she never lets him read. Until now. They both know this 

weekend will make or break their marriage, but they didn’t randomly win this trip. One 
of them is lying, and someone doesn’t want them to live happily ever after. Ten years of 

marriage. Ten years of secrets. And an anniversary they will never forget. 

 

• Confessions of a Domestic Failure by Bunmi Laditan (AF) 

o Written by the creator of The Honest Toddler, this book is a hilarious glimpse into new 

motherhood and trying to achieve being a picture-perfect mom who has everything 

together. Ashley is offered a spot in a motherhood bootcamp by a mom-blogger she 

idolizes. 

 

The book is perfect for young moms who need a good laugh, to feel understood, and a 

reminder that there is no way to be a perfect mom, but a million ways to be a great one. 


